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DECEMBER 24: MASS 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Second Book of Samuel 
Now when the king dwelt in his house, and the LORD 
had given him rest from all his enemies round about, 
the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell 
in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a 
tent.” And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is 
in your heart; for the LORD is with you.” But that 
same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 
“Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: 
Would you build me a house to dwell in? I have not 
dwelt in a house since the day I brought up the people 
of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 
moving about in a tent for my dwelling. In all places 
where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did I 
speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, 
“Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” ’ Now 
therefore thus you shall say to my servant David, 
‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be 
prince over my people Israel; and I have been with 
you wherever you went, and have cut off all your 
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enemies from before you; and I will make for you a 
great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel, 
and will plant them, that they may dwell in their own 
place, and be disturbed no more; and violent men shall 
afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I 
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give 
you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD 
declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 
When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with 
your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, 
who shall come forth from your body, and I will 
establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my 
name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
for ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son. 
When he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the 
rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men; but I 
will not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it 
from Saul, whom I put away from before you. And 
your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for 
ever before me; your throne shall be established for 
ever.’ ” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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Psalm 89:19–29 
The Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 89, verses 19 through 
29, found in the red Prayer Book on page 715. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
19  You spoke once in vision and said to your faithful 

people: * 
  “I have set the crown upon a warrior 

  and have exalted one chosen out of the people. 
 

20  I have found David my servant; * 
    with my holy oil have I anointed him. 
  
21  My hand will hold him fast * 
    and my arm will make him strong. 
  
22  No enemy shall deceive him, * 
    nor any wicked man bring him down. 
  
23  I will crush his foes before him * 
    and strike down those who hate him. 
  
24  My faithfulness and love shall be with him, * 
    and he shall be victorious through my Name. 
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25  I shall make his dominion extend * 
    from the Great Sea to the River. 
  
26  He will say to me, ‘You are my Father, * 

  my God, and the rock of my salvation.’ 
 
27  I will make him my firstborn * 

  and higher than the kings of the earth. 
  
28  I will keep my love for him for ever, * 

  and my covenant will stand firm for him. 
  
29  I will establish his line for ever * 

  and his throne as the days of heaven.” 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, * 
  that mourns in lonely exile here 
  until the Son of God appear. 

People  Alleluia. 
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The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
And John’s father Zechari'ah was filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and prophesied, saying, “Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his 
people, and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in 
the house of his servant David, as he spoke by the 
mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we 
should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand 
of all who hate us; to perform the mercy promised to 
our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant, the 
oath which he swore to our father Abraham, to grant 
us that we, being delivered from the hand of our 
enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and 
righteousness before him all the days of our life. And 
you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to 
give knowledge of salvation to his people in the 
forgiveness of their sins, through the tender mercy of 
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our God, when the day shall dawn upon us from on 
high to give light to those who sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


