YEAR 1, ADVENT 1, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Amos

Hear this word that the LORD has spoken against you,
O people of Israel, against the whole family which I
brought up out of the land of Egypt: “You only have I
known of all the families of the earth; therefore I will
punish you for all your iniquities. Do two walk
together, unless they have made an appointment?
Does a lion roar in the forest, when he has no prey?
Does a young lion cry out from his den, if he has
taken nothing? Does a bird fall in a snare on the earth,
when there is no trap for it? Does a snare spring up
from the ground, when it has taken nothing? Is a
trumpet blown in a city, and the people are not afraid?
Does evil befall a city, unless the LORD has done 1t?
Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, without revealing
his secret to his servants the prophets. The lion has
roared; who will not fear? The Lord GOD has spoken;
who can but prophesy?” Proclaim to the strongholds
in Assyria, and to the strongholds in the land of Egypt,
and say, “Assemble yourselves upon the mountains of
Sama'ria, and see the great tumults within her, and the
oppressions in her midst.” ““T'hey do not know how to
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do right,” says the LORD, “those who store up
violence and robbery in their strongholds.” Therefore
thus says the Lord GOD: “An adversary shall surround
the land, and bring down your defenses from you, and
your strongholds shall be plundered.”

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
And Jesus began to tell the people this parable: “A
man planted a vineyard, and let it out to tenants, and
went into another country for a long while. When the
time came, he sent a servant to the tenants, that they
should give him some of the fruit of the vineyard; but
the tenants beat him, and sent him away empty-
handed. And he sent another servant; him also they
beat and treated shamefully, and sent him away empty-
handed. And he sent yet a third; this one they
wounded and cast out. Then the owner of the
vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved
son; it may be they will respect him.” But when the
tenants saw him, they said to themselves, “This 1s the
heir; let us kill him, that the inheritance may be ours.’
And they cast him out of the vineyard and killed him.
What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them?
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He will come and destroy those tenants, and give the
vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said,
“God forbid!” But he looked at them and said, “What
then is this that is written: “T'he very stone which the
builders rejected has become the head of the corner’
Every one who falls on that stone will be broken to
pieces; but when it falls on any one it will crush him.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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