YEAR 1, ADVENT 1, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Amos

“I gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and
lack of bread in all your places, yet you did not return
to me,” says the LORD. “And I also withheld the rain
from you when there were yet three months to the
harvest; I would send rain upon one city, and send no
rain upon another city; one field would be rained
upon, and the field on which 1t did not rain withered;
so two or three cities wandered to one city to drink
water, and were not satisfied; yet you did not return to
me,” says the LORD. “I smote you with blight and
mildew; I laid waste your gardens and your vineyards;
your fig trees and your olive trees the locust devoured;
yet you did not return to me,” says the LORD. “I sent
among you a pestilence after the manner of Egypt; 1
slew your young men with the sword; I carried away
your horses; and I made the stench of your camp go
up into your nostrils; yet you did not return to me,”
says the LORD. “I overthrew some of you, as when
God overthrew Sodom and Gomor'rah, and you were
as a brand plucked out of the burning; yet you did not
return to me,” says the LORD. ““T'herefore thus I will
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do to you, O Israel; because I will do this to you,
prepare to meet your God, O Israel!” For lo, he who
forms the mountains, and creates the wind, and
declares to man what is his thought; who makes the
morning darkness, and treads on the heights of the
earth—the LORD, the God of hosts, is his name!

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lotd.

For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Sad'ducees SAD-ju-sees

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
There came to Jesus some Sad'ducees, those who say
that there 1s no resurrection, and they asked him a
question, saying, ‘““I'eacher, Moses wrote for us that if
a man’s brother dies, having a wife but no children,
the man must take the wife and raise up children for
his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first
took a wife, and died without children; and the second
and the third took her, and likewise all seven left no
children and died. Afterward the woman also died. In
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the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman
be? For the seven had her as wife.” And Jesus said to
them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in
marriage; but those who are accounted worthy to
attain to that age and to the resurrection from the dead
neither marry nor are given in marriage, for they
cannot die any more, because they are equal to angels
and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.
But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed, in
the passage about the bush, where he calls the Lord
the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the
God of Jacob. Now he is not God of the dead, but of
the living; for all live to him.” And some of the scribes
answered, ‘““T'eacher, you have spoken well.” For they
no longer dared to ask him any question.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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