YEAR 1, ADVENT 1, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Sak'kuth SACK-uhth
Kai'wan KIGH-wahn

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Amos

Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! Why
would you have the day of the LORD? It is darkness,
and not light; as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear
met him; or went into the house and leaned with his
hand against the wall, and a serpent bit him. Is not the
day of the LORD darkness, and not light, and gloom
with no brightness in it? I hate, I despise your feasts,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even
though you offer me your burnt offerings and cereal
offerings, I will not accept them, and the peace
otferings of your fatted beasts I will not look upon.
Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the
melody of your harps I will not listen. But let justice
roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream. Did you bring to me sacrifices and
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otferings the forty years in the wilderness, O house of
Israel? You shall take up Sak'kuth your king, and
Kai'wan your star-god, your images, which you made
for yourselves; therefore I will take you into exile
beyond Damascus,” says the LORD, whose name is the
God of hosts.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
And as some spoke of the temple, how it was adorned
with noble stones and offerings, Jesus said, “As for
these things which you see, the days will come when
there shall not be left here one stone upon another
that will not be thrown down.” And they asked him,
“T'eacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign
when this 1s about to take place?” And he said, “Take
heed that you are not led astray; for many will come in
my name, saying, ‘I am he!l” and, “The time is at hand!’
Do not go after them. And when you hear of wars and
tumults, do not be terrified; for this must first take
place, but the end will not be at once.” Then he said to
them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and
in various places famines and pestilences; and there
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will be terrors and great signs from heaven. But before
all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute
you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons,
and you will be brought before kings and governors
for my name’s sake. This will be a time for you to bear
testimony. Settle it therefore in your minds, not to
meditate beforehand how to answer; for I will give you
a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries
will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be
delivered up even by parents and brothers and
kinsmen and friends, and some of you they will put to
death; you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But
not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance
you will gain your lives.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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