YEAR 1, ADVENT 2, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Cal'neh KAI-neh
Ha'math HAY-math
Karna'im kahr-NAY-im
Ar'abah AIR-uh-bah

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Amos

Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord: “Woe
to those who are at ease in Zion, and to those who
feel secure on the mountain of Sama'ria, the notable
men of the first of the nations, to whom the house of
Israel come! Pass over to Cal'neh, and see; and thence
go to Ha'math the great; then go down to Gath of the
Philistines. Are they better than these kingdoms? Or 1s
their territory greater than your territory, O you who
put far away the evil day, and bring near the seat of
violence? Woe to those who lie upon beds of ivory,
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and stretch themselves upon their couches, and eat
lambs from the flock, and calves from the midst of the
stall; who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, and
like David invent for themselves instruments of music;
who drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with
the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of
Joseph! Theretfore they shall now be the first of those
to go into exile, and the revelry of those who stretch
themselves shall pass away.” The Lord GOD has
sworn by himself (says the LORD, the God of hosts):
“I abhor the pride of Jacob, and hate his strongholds;
and I will deliver up the city and all that is in 1t.” And
if ten men remain in one house, they shall die. And
when a man’s kinsman, he who burns him, shall take
him up to bring the bones out of the house, and shall
say to him who 1s in the innermost parts of the house,
“Is there still any one with you?” he shall say, “No”;
and he shall say, “Hush! We must not mention the
name of the LORD.” For behold, the LORD
commands, and the great house shall be smitten into
fragments, and the little house into bits. Do horses run
upon rocks? Does one plow the sea with oxen? But
you have turned justice into poison and the fruit of
righteousness into wormwood—you who rejoice in
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Lo-debar, who say, ‘Have we not by our own strength
taken Karna'im for ourselves?” “For behold, I will
raise up against you a nation, O house of Israel,” says
the LORD, the God of hosts; “and they shall oppress
you from the entrance of Ha'math to the Brook of the
Ar'abah.”

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
John, calling to him two of his disciples, sent them to
the Lord, saying, “Are you he who is to come, or shall
we look for another?” And when the men had come
to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you,
saying, ‘Are you he who is to come, or shall we look
for another?’” In that hour he cured many of diseases
and plagues and evil spirits, and on many that were
blind he bestowed sight. And he answered them, “Go
and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind
receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed,
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor
have good news preached to them. And blessed 1s he
who takes no offense at me.” When the messengers of
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John had gone, he began to speak to the crowds
concerning John: “I tell you, among those born of
women none 1s greater than John; yet he who is least
in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” (When
they heard this all the people and the tax collectors
justified God, having been baptized with the baptism
of John; but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the
purpose of God for themselves, not having been
baptized by him.) “T'o what then shall I compare the
men of this generation, and what are they like? They
are like children sitting in the market place and calling
to one another, ‘We piped to you, and you did not
dance; we wailed, and you did not weep.” For John the
Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no
wine; and you say, ‘He has a demon.” The Son of man
has come eating and drinking; and you say, ‘Behold, a
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and

sinners!” Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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At Ewucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins

A Reading from Numbers

Ba'laam said to Ba'lak, “Did I not tell your messengers
whom you sent to me, ‘If Ba'lak should give me his
house full of silver and gold, I would not be able to go
beyond the word of the LORD, to do either good or
bad of my own will; what the LORD speaks, that will I
speak’® And now, behold, I am going to my people;
come, I will let you know what this people will do to
your people in the latter days.” And Ba'laam took up
his discourse, and said, “The oracle of Ba'laam the son
of Be'or, the oracle of the man whose eye is opened,
the oracle of him who hears the words of God, and
knows the knowledge of the Most High, who sees the
vision of the Almighty, falling down, but having his
eyes uncovered: I see him, but not now; I behold him,
but not nigh: a star shall come forth out of Jacob, and
a scepter shall rise out of Israel.”

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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