YEAR 1, ADVENT 3, WEDNESDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Zechariah

Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing
before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at
his right hand to accuse him. And the LORD said to
Satan, ““T'he LORD rebuke you, O Satan! The LORD
who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a
brand plucked from the fire?” Now Joshua was
standing before the angel, clothed with filthy
garments. And the angel said to those who were
standing before him, “Remove the filthy garments
from him.” And to him he said, “Behold, I have taken
your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe you with
rich apparel.” And I said, “Let them put a clean turban
on his head.” So they put a clean turban on his head
and clothed him with garments; and the angel of the
LORD was standing by. And the angel of the LORD
enjoined Joshua, “Thus says the LORD of hosts: If you
will walk in my ways and keep my charge, then you
shall rule my house and have charge of my courts, and
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I will give you the right of access among those who are
standing here. Hear now, O Joshua the high priest,
you and your friends who sit before you, for they are
men of good omen: behold, I will bring my servant the
Branch. For behold, upon the stone which I have set
before Joshua, upon a single stone with seven facets, I
will engrave its inscription, says the LORD of hosts,
and I will remove the guilt of this land in a single day.
In that day, says the LORD of hosts, every one of you
will invite his neighbor under his vine and under his

fig tree.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson

Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Jude'a juu-DEE-uh

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold,
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I send my messenger before thy face, who shall
prepare thy way; the voice of one crying in the
wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight—"" John the baptizer appeared in the
wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And there went out to him all the
country of Jude'a, and all the people of Jerusalem; and
they were baptized by him 1n the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist,
and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached,
saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the
thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie. I have baptized you with water; but
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.
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