
 

YEAR 1, ADVENT 4, SUNDAY, EVENSONG & BENEDICTION 
GENESIS 3:8–15; JOHN 3:16–21*; ISAIAH 7:10–14 
 
WE FOLLOW THE EDITORIAL DECISION FOR PUNCTUATION OF JOHN 3:16–21 OF THE NEW REVISED 

STANDARD VERSION (2010). 

YEAR 1, ADVENT 4, SUNDAY: 
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins  
A Reading from Genesis 
And the man and the woman heard the sound of the 
LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 
garden. But the LORD God called to the man, and said 
to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the 
sound of thee in the garden, and I was afraid, because 
I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told 
you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, 
“The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she 
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD 
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have 
done?” The woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, 
and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, cursed are you above all 
cattle, and above all wild animals; upon your belly you 
shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 
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I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your 
head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to John 
Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. For God sent the Son into 
the world, not to condemn the world, but that the 
world might be saved through him. He who believes 
in him is not condemned; he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God. And this is the 
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil. For every one who does evil hates the 
light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds 
should be exposed. But he who does what is true 
comes to the light, that it may be clearly seen that his 
deeds have been wrought in God.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
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At Eucharistic Benediction. The reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
Again the LORD spoke to A'haz, “Ask a sign of the 
LORD your God; let it be deep as She'ol or high as 
heaven.” But A'haz said, “I will not ask, and I will not 
put the LORD to the test.” And he said, “Hear then, O 
house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, 
that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Behold, a young woman 
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Imman'u-el.” 
 
No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction. 


