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YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 1, THURSDAY: MASS 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews 
Therefore, holy brethren, who share in a heavenly call, 
consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our 
confession. He was faithful to him who appointed him, 
just as Moses also was faithful in God’s house. Yet 
Jesus has been counted worthy of as much more glory 
than Moses as the builder of a house has more honor 
than the house. (For every house is built by some one, 
but the builder of all things is God.) Now Moses was 
faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to the 
things that were to be spoken later, but Christ was 
faithful over God’s house as a son. And we are his 
house if we hold fast our confidence and pride in our 
hope. Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, when 
you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the 
rebellion, on the day of testing in the wilderness, where 
your fathers put me to the test and saw my works for 
forty years. Therefore I was provoked with that 
generation, and said, ‘They always go astray in their 
hearts; they have not known my ways.’ As I swore in 
my wrath, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’ ” Take care, 
brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving 
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heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. But 
exhort one another every day, as long as it is called 
“today,” that none of you may be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin. For we share in Christ, if only we 
hold our first confidence firm to the end. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
For use with the Psalm 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 

 
Mer'ibah   MAIR-uh-bah 
Mas'sah    MAS-ah 

 
 
Psalm 95:6–11 
The Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 95, verses 6 through 
11, found in the red Prayer Book on page 725. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
6   Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 

  and kneel before the LORD our Maker. 
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7   For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep  

of his hand. * 
  Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 
8   Harden not your hearts, 

as your forebears did in the wilderness, * 
    at Mer'ibah, and on that day at Mas'sah, 
    when they tempted me. 
 
9   They put me to the test, * 
    though they had seen my works. 
 
10   Forty years long I detested that generation and  

said, * 
    “This people are wayward in their hearts; 
      they do not know my ways.” 
 
11   So I swore in my wrath, * 

  “They shall not enter into my rest.” 
 
  
Please turn the page to lead the Gospel Acclamation.  
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The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  All of you who were baptized into Christ; * 
     have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
And a leper came to Jesus beseeching him, and 
kneeling said to him, “If you will, you can make me 
clean.” Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and 
touched him, and said to him, “I will; be clean.” And 
immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made 
clean. And he sternly charged him, and sent him away 
at once, and said to him, “See that you say nothing to 
any one; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer 
for your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a 
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proof to the people.” But he went out and began to 
talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that 
Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, but was out 
in the country; and people came to him from every 
quarter. 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


