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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews 
For since the law has but a shadow of the good things 
to come instead of the true form of these realities, it 
can never, by the same sacrifices which are continually 
offered year after year, make perfect those who draw 
near. Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be 
offered? If the worshipers had once been cleansed, 
they would no longer have any consciousness of sin. 
But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sin year 
after year. For it is impossible that the blood of bulls 
and goats should take away sins. Consequently, when 
Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and 
offerings thou hast not desired, but a body hast thou 
prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
thou hast taken no pleasure. Then I said, ‘Lo, I have 
come to do thy will, O God,’ as it is written of me in 
the roll of the book.” When he said above, “Thou hast 
neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these 
are offered according to the law), then he added, “Lo, 
I have come to do thy will.” He abolishes the first in 
order to establish the second. And by that will we have 
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been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Psalm 40:1–5 
The Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 40, verses 1 through 5, 
found in the red Prayer Book on page 640. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
1   I waited patiently upon the LORD; * 
    he stooped to me and heard my cry. 
 
2   He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the  

mire and clay; * 
  he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my 

footing sure. 
 
3   He put a new song in my mouth, 

a song of praise to our God; * 
    many shall see, and stand in awe, 
    and put their trust in the LORD. 
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4   Happy are they who trust in the LORD! * 
  they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false  

gods. 
 
5   Great things are they that you have done, O LORD  

my God! 
how great your wonders and your plans for us! * 

    there is none who can be compared with you. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  I will bless the Lord at all times; * 
     his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
Please turn the page for the Gospel Lesson.
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
And Jesus’ mother and his brothers came; and 
standing outside they sent to him and called him. And 
a crowd was sitting about him; and they said to him, 
“Your mother and your brothers are outside, asking 
for you.” And he replied, “Who are my mother and 
my brothers?” And looking around on those who sat 
about him, he said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother, 
and sister, and mother.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


