
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 4, WEDNESDAY, EVENING PRAYER 
GENESIS 21:1–34*; MARK 8:11–26 
 
THE FIRST LESSONS ARE REORDERED THIS WEEK FROM TUESDAY THROUGH NEXT SUNDAY SO THAT 

WE CAN INCLUDE GENESIS 20:1–18, THE STORY OF ABRAHAM AND SARAH IN GERAR; GENESIS 

21:22–34; THE STORY OF ABRAHAM’S DISPUTE WITH ABIMELECH; GENESIS 22:19–23, ABOUT THE 

DESCENDANTS OF ABRAHAM’S BROTHER NAHOR, WHOSE GRANDSON IS REBEKAH’S FATHER; AND 

GENESIS 24:39–48, PART OF THE STORY OF THE SERVANT SEEKING A WIFE FOR ISAAC. 

YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 4, WEDNESDAY:  
EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Ha'gar    HAY-gar 
Par'an    PAIR-ran 
Beer-she'ba   beer-SHEE-buh 
Abim'elech   uh-BIM-uh-lek 
Phi'col    FIGH-kahl 
Ewe    YUU 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins  
A Reading from Genesis 
The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD 
did to Sarah as he had promised. And Sarah 
conceived, and bore Abraham a son in his old age at 
the time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham 
called the name of his son who was born to him, 
whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. And Abraham 
circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, 
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as God had commanded him. Abraham was a hundred 
years old when his son Isaac was born to him. And 
Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; every one 
who hears will laugh over me.” And she said, “Who 
would have said to Abraham that Sarah would suckle 
children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 
And the child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham 
made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. 
But Sarah saw the son of Ha'gar the Egyptian, whom 
she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. 
So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman 
with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not 
be heir with my son Isaac.” And the thing was very 
displeasing to Abraham on account of his son. But 
God said to Abraham, “Be not displeased because of 
the lad and because of your slave woman; whatever 
Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for through 
Isaac shall your descendants be named. And I will 
make a nation of the son of the slave woman also, 
because he is your offspring.” So Abraham rose early 
in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, 
and gave it to Ha'gar, putting it on her shoulder, along 
with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, 
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and wandered in the wilderness of Beer-she'ba. When 
the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child 
under one of the bushes. Then she went, and sat down 
over against him a good way off, about the distance of 
a bowshot; for she said, “Let me not look upon the 
death of the child.” And as she sat over against him, 
the child lifted up his voice and wept. And God heard 
the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to 
Ha'gar from heaven, and said to her, “What troubles 
you, Ha'gar? Fear not; for God has heard the voice of 
the lad where he is. Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him 
fast with your hand; for I will make him a great 
nation.” Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a 
well of water; and she went, and filled the skin with 
water, and gave the lad a drink. And God was with the 
lad, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and 
became an expert with the bow. He lived in the 
wilderness of Par'an; and his mother took a wife for 
him from the land of Egypt. At that time Abim'elech 
and Phi'col the commander of his army said to 
Abraham, “God is with you in all that you do; now 
therefore swear to me here by God that you will not 
deal falsely with me or with my offspring or with my 
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posterity, but as I have dealt loyally with you, you will 
deal with me and with the land where you have 
sojourned.” And Abraham said, “I will swear.” When 
Abraham complained to Abim'elech about a well of 
water which Abim'elech’s servants had seized, 
Abim'elech said, “I do not know who has done this 
thing; you did not tell me, and I have not heard of it 
until today.” So Abraham took sheep and oxen and 
gave them to Abim'elech, and the two men made a 
covenant. Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock 
apart. And Abim'elech said to Abraham, “What is the 
meaning of these seven ewe lambs which you have set 
apart?” He said, “These seven ewe lambs you will take 
from my hand, that you may be a witness for me that I 
dug this well.” Therefore that place was called  
Beer-sheba; because there both of them swore an 
oath. So they made a covenant at Beer-sheba. Then 
Abim'elech and Phi'col the commander of his army 
rose up and returned to the land of the Philistines.  
Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beer-sheba, and 
called there on the name of the LORD, the Everlasting  
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God. And Abraham sojourned many days in the land 
of the Philistines. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
For use with the Second Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Beth-sa'ida   beth-SAY-i-duh 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark 
The Pharisees came and began to argue with Jesus, 
seeking from him a sign from heaven, to test him. And 
he sighed deeply in his spirit, and said, “Why does this 
generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign 
shall be given to this generation.” And he left them, 
and getting into the boat again he departed to the 
other side. Now they had forgotten to bring bread; 
and they had only one loaf with them in the boat. And 
he cautioned them, saying, “Take heed, beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” And 
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they discussed it with one another, saying, “We have 
no bread.” And being aware of it, Jesus said to them, 
“Why do you discuss the fact that you have no bread? 
Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are your 
hearts hardened? Having eyes do you not see, and 
having ears do you not hear? And do you not 
remember? When I broke the five loaves for the five 
thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did 
you take up?” They said to him, “Twelve.” “And the 
seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of 
broken pieces did you take up?” And they said to him, 
“Seven.” And he said to them, “Do you not yet 
understand?” And they came to Beth-sa'ida. And some 
people brought to him a blind man, and begged him to 
touch him. And he took the blind man by the hand, 
and led him out of the village; and when he had spit 
on his eyes and laid his hands upon him, he asked him, 
“Do you see anything?” And he looked up and said, “I 
see men; but they look like trees, walking.” Then again 
he laid his hands upon his eyes; and he looked intently 
and was restored, and saw everything clearly. And he  
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sent him away to his home, saying, “Do not even enter 
the village.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  


