
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 5, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Laban and Bethu'el answered, “The thing comes from 
the LORD; we cannot speak to you bad or good. 
Behold, Rebekah is before you, take her and go, and 
let her be the wife of  your master’s son, as the LORD 
has spoken.” When Abraham’s servant heard their 
words, he bowed himself  to the earth before the 
LORD. And the servant brought forth jewelry of  silver 
and of  gold, and raiment, and gave them to Rebekah; 
he also gave to her brother and to her mother costly 
ornaments. And he and the men who were with him 
ate and drank, and they spent the night there. When 
they arose in the morning, he said, “Send me back to 
my master.” Her brother and her mother said, “Let the
maiden remain with us a while, at least ten days; after 
that she may go.” But he said to them, “Do not delay 
me, since the LORD has prospered my way; let me go 
that I may go to my master.” They said, “We will call 
the maiden, and ask her.” And they called Rebekah, 
and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said,
“I will go.” So they sent away Rebekah their sister and 
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her nurse, and Abraham’s servant and his men. And 
they blessed Rebekah, and said to her, “Our sister, be 
the mother of  thousands of  ten thousands; and may 
your descendants possess the gate of  those who hate 
them!” Then Rebekah and her maids arose, and rode 
upon the camels and followed the man; thus the 
servant took Rebekah, and went his way. Now Isaac 
had come from Beer-la'hai-roi, and was dwelling in the
Negeb. And Isaac went out to meditate in the field in 
the evening; and he lifted up his eyes and looked, and 
behold, there were camels coming. And Rebekah lifted
up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she alighted from
the camel, and said to the servant, “Who is the man 
yonder, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant 
said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and 
covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all the 
things that he had done. Then Isaac brought her into 
the tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his wife; 
and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his 
mother’s death.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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 The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
On the last day of  the feast, the great day, Jesus stood 
up and proclaimed, “If  any one thirst, let him come to
me and drink. He who believes in me, as the scripture 
has said, ‘Out of  his heart shall flow rivers of  living 
water.’” Now this he said about the Spirit, which those
who believed in him were to receive; for as yet the 
Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified. When they heard these words, some of  the 
people said, “This is really the prophet.” Others said, 
“This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to 
come from Galilee? Has not the scripture said that the 
Christ is descended from David, and comes from 
Bethlehem, the village where David was?” So there 
was a division among the people over him. Some of  
them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on 
him. The officers then went back to the chief  priests 
and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not 
bring him?” The officers answered, “No man ever 
spoke like this man!”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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At Eucharistic Benediction
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
On the first day of  Unleavened Bread, when they 
sacrificed the passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples said to 
him, “Where will you have us go and prepare for you 
to eat the passover?” And he sent two of  his disciples, 
and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man 
carrying a jar of  water will meet you; follow him, and 
wherever he enters, say to the householder, ‘The 
Teacher says, Where is my guest room, where I am to 
eat the passover with my disciples?’ And he will show 
you a large upper room furnished and ready; there 
prepare for us.” And the disciples set out and went to 
the city, and found it as he had told them; and they 
prepared the passover. And as they were eating, he 
took bread, and blessed, and broke it, and gave it to 
them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” And he took a
cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, 
and they all drank of  it. And he said to them, “This is 
my blood of  the covenant, which is poured out for 
many. Truly, I say to you, I shall not drink again of  the
fruit of  the vine until that day when I drink it new in 
the kingdom of  God.” And when they had sung a 
hymn, they went out to the Mount of  Olives.
No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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