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YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 5, THURSDAY: 
EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

E'sau    EE-saw 
La'ban    LAY-buhn 
Har'an    HAIR-uhn 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Genesis 
As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, when 
Jacob had scarcely gone out from the presence of 
Isaac his father, E'sau his brother came in from his 
hunting. He also prepared savory food, and brought it 
to his father. And he said to his father, “Let my father 
arise, and eat of his son’s game, that you may bless 
me.” His father Isaac said to him, “Who are you?” He 
answered, “I am your son, your first-born, E'sau.” 
Then Isaac trembled violently, and said, “Who was it 
then that hunted game and brought it to me, and I ate 
it all before you came, and I have blessed him?—yes, 
and he shall be blessed.” When E'sau heard the words 
of his father, he cried out with an exceedingly great 
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and bitter cry, and said to his father, “Bless me, even 
me also, O my father!” But he said, “Your brother 
came with guile, and he has taken away your blessing.” 
E'sau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has 
supplanted me these two times. He took away my 
birthright; and behold, now he has taken away my 
blessing.” Then he said, “Have you not reserved a 
blessing for me?” Isaac answered E'sau, “Behold, I 
have made him your lord, and all his brothers I have 
given to him for servants, and with grain and wine I 
have sustained him. What then can I do for you, my 
son?” E'sau said to his father, “Have you but one 
blessing, my father? Bless me, even me also, O my 
father.” And E'sau lifted up his voice and wept. Then 
Isaac his father answered him: “Behold, away from the 
fatness of the earth shall your dwelling be, and away 
from the dew of heaven on high. By your sword you 
shall live, and you shall serve your brother; but when 
you break loose you shall break his yoke from your 
neck.” Now E'sau hated Jacob because of the blessing 
with which his father had blessed him, and E'sau said 
to himself, “The days of mourning for my father are 
approaching; then I will kill my brother Jacob.” But 
the words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah; 
so she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said 
to him, “Behold, your brother E'sau comforts himself 
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by planning to kill you. Now therefore, my son, obey 
my voice; arise, flee to La'ban my brother in Har'an, 
and stay with him a while, until your brother’s fury 
turns away; until your brother’s anger turns away, and 
he forgets what you have done to him; then I will 
send, and fetch you from there. Why should I be 
bereft of you both in one day?” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark 
And as Jesus was setting out on his journey, a man ran 
up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And 
Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one 
is good but God alone. You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not kill, Do not commit 
adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do 
not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’ ” And he 
said to him, “Teacher, all these I have observed from 
my youth.” And Jesus looking upon him loved him, 
and said to him, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you 
have, and give to the poor, and you will have treasure 
in heaven; and come, follow me.” At that saying his 
countenance fell, and he went away sorrowful; for he 
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had great possessions. And Jesus looked around and 
said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those 
who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!” And 
the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said 
to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the 
kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God.” And they were exceedingly 
astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be 
saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “With men it is 
impossible, but not with God; for all things are 
possible with God.” Peter began to say to him, “Lo, 
we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said, 
“Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house 
or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children 
or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not 
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and 
brothers and sisters and mothers and children and 
lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come 
eternal life. But many that are first will be last, and the 
last first.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 


