YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 7, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Proverbs

Does not wisdom call, does not understanding raise
her voice? On the heights beside the way, in the paths
she takes her stand; beside the gates in front of the
town, at the entrance of the portals she cries aloud:
“To you, O men, I call, and my cry is to the sons of
men. O simple ones, learn prudence; O foolish men,
pay attention. Hear, for I will speak noble things, and
from my lips will come what is right; for my mouth
will utter truth; wickedness is an abomination to my
lips. All the words of my mouth are righteous; there is
nothing twisted or crooked in them. They are all
straight to him who understands and right to those
who find knowledge. Take my instruction instead of
silver, and knowledge rather than choice gold; for
wisdom 1s better than jewels, and all that you may
desire cannot compare with her. I, wisdom, dwell in
prudence, and I find knowledge and discretion. The
fear of the LORD is hatred of evil. Pride and
arrogance and the way of evil and perverted speech I
hate. I have counsel and sound wisdom, I have insight,
I have strength. By me kings reign, and rulers decree
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what is just; by me princes rule, and nobles govern the
earth. I love those who love me, and those who seek
me diligently find me. Riches and honor are with me,
enduring wealth and prosperity. My fruit is better than
gold, even fine gold, and my yield than choice silver. I
walk 1n the way of righteousness, in the paths of
justice, endowing with wealth those who love me, and
filling their treasuries.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus opened his mouth and taught his disciples,
saying, “You have heard that it was said,” eye for an eye
and a tooth for a tooth.” But I say to you, Do not resist
one who is evil. But if any one strikes you on the right
cheek, turn to him the other also; and if any one
would sue you and take your coat, let him have your
cloak as well; and if any one forces you to go one mile,
go with him two miles. Give to him who begs from
you, and do not refuse him who would borrow from
you. You have heard that it was said, “You shall love
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you,
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in
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heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on
the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.
For if you love those who love you, what reward have
your Do not even the tax collectors do the samer? And
if you salute only your brethren, what more are you
doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the
same? You, therefore, must be perfect, as your
heavenly Father 1s perfect.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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