YEAR 1, LAST EPIPHANY, MONDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Proverbs

Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know
what a day may bring forth. Let another praise you,
and not your own mouth; a stranger, and not your
own lips. A stone 1s heavy, and sand is weighty, but a
fool’s provocation 1s heavier than both. Wrath is cruel,
anger is overwhelming; but who can stand before
jealousy? Better is open rebuke than hidden love.
Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the
kisses of an enemy. Your friend, and your fathet’s
friend, do not forsake; and do not go to your brother’s
house in the day of your calamity. Better is a neighbor
who 1s near than a brother who 1s far away. Be wise,
my son, and make my heart glad, that I may answer
him who reproaches me. A prudent man sees danger
and hides himself; but the simple go on, and suffer for
1t.

The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God; all things were made through
him, and without him was not anything made that was
made. In him was life, and the life was the light of
men. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent
from God, whose name was John. He came for
testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all might
believe through him. He was not the light, but came to
bear witness to the light. The true light that enlightens
every man was coming into the world. He was in the
world, and the world was made through him, yet the
world knew him not. He came to his own home, and
his own people received him not. But to all who
recetved him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God; who were born,
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will
of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have
beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father. (John bore witness to him, and cried, “This
was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks
before me, for he was before me.””) And from his
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fullness have we all recetved, grace upon grace. For the
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the
only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has

made him known.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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