
YEAR 1, LAST EPIPHANY, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
PROVERBS 30:1–4, 24-33; JOHN 1:19–28 

YEAR 1, LAST EPIPHANY, TUESDAY: 
EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

A'gur    AY-ger 
Ja'keh    JAY-kuh 
Mas'sa    MAS-ah 
Ith'i-el    ITH-e-el 
U'cal    YUU-kahl 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Proverbs 
The words of A'gur son of Ja'keh of Mas'sa. The man 
says to Ith'i-el, to Ith'i-el and U'cal: Surely I am too 
stupid to be a man. I have not the understanding of a 
man. I have not learned wisdom, nor have I 
knowledge of the Holy One. Who has ascended to 
heaven and come down? Who has gathered the wind 
in his fists? Who has wrapped up the waters in a 
garment? Who has established all the ends of the 
earth? What is his name, and what is his son’s name? 
Surely you know! Four things on earth are small, but 
they are exceedingly wise: the ants are a people not 
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strong, yet they provide their food in the summer; the 
badgers are a people not mighty, yet they make their 
homes in the rocks; the locusts have no king, yet all of 
them march in rank; the lizard you can take in your 
hands, yet it is in kings’ palaces. Three things are 
stately in their tread; four are stately in their stride: the 
lion, which is mightiest among beasts and does not 
turn back before any; the strutting cock, the he-goat, 
and a king striding before his people. If you have been 
foolish, exalting yourself, or if you have been devising 
evil, put your hand on your mouth. For pressing milk 
produces curds, pressing the nose produces blood, and 
pressing anger produces strife. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to John 
This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who 
are you?” He confessed, he did not deny, but 
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And they asked him, 
“What then? Are you Eli'jah?” He said, “I am not.” 
“Are you the prophet?” And he answered, “No.” They 
said to him then, “Who are you? Let us have an 
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 
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yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying in 
the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as 
the prophet Isaiah said.” Now they had been sent 
from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Eli'jah, 
nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize 
with water; but among you stands one whom you do 
not know, even he who comes after me, the thong of 
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” This took 
place in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 


