ADVENT 3, FRIDAY: MASS

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

Thus says the LORD: “Keep justice, and do
righteousness, for soon my salvation will come, and
my deliverance be revealed. Blessed 1s the man who
does this, and the son of man who holds it fast, who
keeps the sabbath, not profaning it, and keeps his
hand from doing any evil.” Let not the foreigner who
has joined himself to the LORD say, ““The LORD will
surely separate me from his people”; and let not the
cunuch say, “Behold, I am a dry tree.” For thus says
the LORD: “To the eunuchs who keep my sabbaths,
who choose the things that please me and hold fast my
covenant, I will give in my house and within my walls
a monument and a name better than sons and
daughters; I will give them an everlasting name which
shall not be cut off. And the foreigners who join
themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love
the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, every
one who keeps the sabbath, and does not profane it,
and holds fast my covenant—these I will bring to my
holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of
prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be
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accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a
house of prayer for all peoples. Thus says the Lord
GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather

yet others to him besides those already gathered.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

Psalm 67

The Reader says

Please join me in reading Psalm 67, found in the red
Prayer Book on page 675.

(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

1 May God be merciful to us and bless us, *
show us the light of his countenance and come
to us.

2 Let your ways be known upon earth, *
your saving health among all nations.

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, *
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations upon earth.
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5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.

6 The earth has brought forth her increase; *
may God, our own God, give us his blessing.

7 May God give us his blessing, *
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of
him.

The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; *
he has anointed me to preach good news
to the poor.

People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.

Please turn the page for the Gospel Lesson.
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The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Minister X The Holy Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ according to John.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the Jews, “You sent to John, and he has
borne witness to the truth. Not that the testimony
which I receive 1s from man; but I say this that you
may be saved. He was a burning and shining lamp, and
you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. But
the testimony which I have 1s greater than that of
John; for the works which the Father has granted me
to accomplish, these very works which I am doing,
bear me witness that the Father has sent me.”

The Minister says The Gospel of the Lord.
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