YEAR 2, ADVENT 3, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Or'eb OR-eb

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

In that day the remnant of Israel and the survivors of
the house of Jacob will no more lean upon him that
smote them, but will lean upon the LORD, the Holy
One of Israel, in truth. A remnant will return, the
remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God. For though
your people Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a
remnant of them will return. Destruction is decreed,
overflowing with righteousness. For the Lord, the
LORD of hosts, will make a full end, as decreed, in the
midst of all the earth. Therefore thus says the Lord,
the LORD of hosts: “O my people, who dwell in Zion,
be not afraid of the Assyrians when they smite with
the rod and lift up their staff against you as the
Egyptians did. For in a very little while my indignation
will come to an end, and my anger will be directed to
their destruction. And the LORD of hosts will wield
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against them a scourge, as when he smote Mid'ian at
the rock of Ot'eb; and his rod will be over the sea, and
he will lift it as he did in Egypt. And 1n that day his
burden will depart from your shoulder, and his yoke

will be destroyed from your neck.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson

Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

denarius de-NAHR-ree-uhs

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Revelation to John

Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven
seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures say,
as with a voice of thunder, “Come!” And I saw, and
behold, a white horse, and its rider had a bow; and a
crown was given to him, and he went out conquering
and to conquer. When he opened the second seal, I
heard the second living creature say, “Come!” And out
came another horse, bright red; its rider was permitted
to take peace from the earth, so that men should slay
one another; and he was given a great sword. When he

YEAR 2, ADVENT 3, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER
ISAIAH 10:20-27; REVELATION 6:1-17



opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature
say, “Come!” And I saw, and behold, a black horse,
and its rider had a balance in his hand; and I heard
what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four
living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a
denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; but
do not harm oil and wine!” When he opened the
fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living
creature say, “Come!” And I saw, and behold, a pale
horse, and its ridet’s name was Death, and Hades
followed him; and they were given power over a
fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine
and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth.
When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar
the souls of those who had been slain for the word of
God and for the witness they had borne; they cried
out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and
true, how long before thou wilt judge and avenge our
blood on those who dwell upon the earth?” Then they
were each given a white robe and told to rest a little
longer, until the number of their fellow servants and
their brethren should be complete, who were to be
killed as they themselves had been. When he opened
the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth, the
full moon became like blood, and the stars of the sky
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fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit
when shaken by a gale; the sky vanished like a scroll
that 1s rolled up, and every mountain and island was
removed from its place. Then the kings of the earth
and the great men and the generals and the rich and
the strong, and every one, slave and free, hid in the
caves and among the rocks of the mountains, calling
to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us
from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their
wrath has come, and who can stand before it?”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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