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YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 1, WEDNESDAY: MASS 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Beer-sheba   beer-SHEE-buh 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the First Book of Samuel 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD 
under Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare in 
those days; there was no frequent vision. At that time 
Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim, so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his own place; the 
lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was 
lying down within the temple of the LORD, where the 
ark of God was. Then the LORD called, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I 
did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 
And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” And Samuel 
arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie 
down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the 
LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been 
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revealed to him. And the LORD called Samuel again 
the third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived 
that the LORD was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said 
to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall 
say, ‘Speak, LORD, for thy servant hears.’ ” So Samuel 
went and lay down in his place. And the LORD came 
and stood forth, calling as at other times, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for thy servant 
hears.” Then the LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I am 
about to do a thing in Israel, at which the two ears of 
every one that hears it will tingle. On that day I will 
fulfil against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his 
house, from beginning to end. And I tell him that I am 
about to punish his house for ever, for the iniquity 
which he knew, because his sons were blaspheming 
God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore I swear 
to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall 
not be expiated by sacrifice or offering for ever.” 
Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of 
the house of the LORD. And Samuel was afraid to tell 
the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, 
“Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here I am.” And Eli 
said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it 
from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you 
hide anything from me of all that he told you.” So 
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Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. 
And he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems 
good to him.” And Samuel grew, and the LORD was 
with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 
And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that 
Samuel was established as a prophet of the LORD. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Psalm 40:1–5 
At Said Mass the Reader says:   
Please join me in reading Psalm 40, verses 1 through 5, 
found in the red Prayer Book on page 640. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
At Sung Mass the Reader says:   
Please join me in reading Psalm 40 as found in the 
service bulletin. 
 
1  I waited patiently upon the LORD; * 
    he stooped to me and heard my cry. 
  
2  He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the  

mire and clay; * 
  he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my  

footing sure. 
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3  He put a new song in my mouth, 
a song of praise to our God; * 

    many shall see, and stand in awe, 
    and put their trust in the LORD. 
  
4  Happy are they who trust in the LORD! * 

  they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false  
gods. 

  
5  Great things are they that you have done, O LORD  

my God! 
how great your wonders and your plans for us! * 

    there is none who can be compared with you. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  All of you who were baptized into  

Christ;* 
     have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
And immediately Jesus left the synagogue, and entered 
the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and 
John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay sick with a 
fever, and immediately they told him of her. And he 
came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and 
the fever left her; and she served them. That evening, 
at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or 
possessed with demons. And the whole city was 
gathered together about the door. And he healed many 
who were sick with various diseases, and cast out 
many demons; and he would not permit the demons 
to speak, because they knew him. And in the morning, 
a great while before day, he rose and went out to a 
lonely place, and there he prayed. And Simon and 
those who were with him pursued him, and they 
found him and said to him, “Every one is searching 
for you.” And he said to them, “Let us go on to the 
next towns, that I may preach there also; for that is 
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why I came out.” And he went throughout all Galilee, 
preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons. 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


