YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 2, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Chalde'ans kal-DEE-uhns
Jeshu'run je-SHUU-run

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel: “For your sake I will send to Babylon and break
down all the bars, and the shouting of the Chalde'ans
will be turned to lamentations. I am the LORD, your
Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King.” Thus says
the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the
mighty waters, who brings forth chariot and horse,
army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they
are extinguished, quenched like a wick: “Remember
not the former things, nor consider the things of old.
Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth,
do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild beasts will
honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give
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water 1n the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give
drink to my chosen people, the people whom I
formed for myself that they might declare my praise.
Yet you did not call upon me, O Jacob; but you have
been weary of me, O Israell You have not brought me
your sheep for burnt offerings, or honored me with
your sacrifices. I have not burdened you with
otferings, or wearied you with frankincense. You have
not bought me sweet cane with money, or satisfied me
with the fat of your sacrifices. But you have burdened
me with your sins, you have wearied me with your
iniquities. I, I am He who blots out your
transgressions for my own sake, and I will not
remember your sins. Put me in remembrance, let us
argue together; set forth your case, that you may be
proved right. Your first father sinned, and your
mediators transgressed against me. Therefore I
profaned the princes of the sanctuary, I delivered
Jacob to utter destruction and Israel to reviling. But
now hear, O Jacob my servant, Israel whom I have
chosen! Thus says the LORD who made you, who
formed you from the womb and will help you: Fear
not, O Jacob my servant, Jeshu'run whom I have
chosen. For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and
streams on the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon
your descendants, and my blessing on your offspring.
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They shall spring up like grass amid waters, like
willows by flowing streams. This one will say, ‘I am
the LORD’s,” another will call himself by the name of
Jacob, and another will write on his hand, “The
LLORD’s,” and surname himself by the name of Israel.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Ephesians
I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, beg you to lead a
life worthy of the calling to which you have been
called, with all lowliness and meekness, with patience,
forbearing one another in love, eager to maintain the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one
hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who 1s
above all and through all and in all. But grace was
gtven to each of us according to the measure of
Christ’s gift. Therefore it 1s said, “When he ascended
on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to
men.” (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean
but that he had also descended into the lower parts of
the earth? He who descended is he who also ascended
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far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.)
And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers,
to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for
building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ; so that we may no
longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the cunning of men,
by their craftiness in deceitful wiles. Rather, speaking
the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into
him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the
whole body, joined and knit together by every joint
with which it 1s supplied, when each part 1s working
propetly, makes bodily growth and upbuilds itself in

love.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

At Euncharistic Benediction. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said, “All that the Father gives me will come to
me; and him who comes to me I will not cast out. For
I have come down from heaven, not to do my own
will, but the will of him who sent me; and this is the
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will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of
all that he has given me, but raise it up at the last day.
For this is the will of my Father, that every one who
sees the Son and believes in him should have eternal
life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.

YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 2, SUNDAY: EVENSONG & BENEDICTION
ISAIAH 43:14—44:5; EPHESIANS 4:1-106; JOHN 6:37—40



