YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 3, WEDNESDAY: MASS

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Second Book of Samuel

That same night the word of the LORD came to
Nathan, “Go and tell my servant David, “Thus says the
LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? I have
not dwelt 1n a house since the day I brought up the
people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have
been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. In all
places where I have moved with all the people of
Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of
Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people
Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?” ” Now therefore thus you shall say to my
servant David, “Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took
you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that
you should be prince over my people Israel; and I have
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all
your enemies from before you; and I will make for you
a great name, like the name of the great ones of the
earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel,
and will plant them, that they may dwell in their own
place, and be disturbed no more; and violent men shall
attlict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I
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appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give
you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LLORD
declares to you that the LORD will make you a house.
When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with
your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you,
who shall come forth from your body, and I will
establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my
name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom
for ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son.
When he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the
rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men; but I
will not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it
from Saul, whom I put away from before you. And
your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for
ever before me; your throne shall be established for
ever.” ”” In accordance with all these words, and in

accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to
David.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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Psalm 89:1-4

At Said Mass the Reader says

Please join me in reading Psalm 89, verses 1 through 4,
found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 713.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

At Sung Mass the Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 89 as found in the
service bulletin.

1 Your love, O LORD, for ever will I sing; *
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your
faithfulness.

2 For I am persuaded that your love is established
for ever; *
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the
heavens.

3 “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; *
I have sworn an oath to David my servant:

4 ‘I will establish your line for ever, *
and preserve your throne for all generations.” ”

Please turn the page to lead the Gospel Acclamation.
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The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.

People Alleluia.
Reader I will bless the Lord at all times; *

his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.

The Holy Gospel

The Minister says The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Minister X The Holy Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ according to Mark.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Again Jesus began to teach beside the sea. And a very
large crowd gathered about him, so that he got into a
boat and sat in it on the sea; and the whole crowd was
beside the sea on the land. And he taught them many
things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them:
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed,
some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and
devoured it. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it
had not much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since
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it had no depth of soil; and when the sun rose it was
scorched, and since it had no root it withered away.
Other seed fell among thorns and the thorns grew up
and choked it, and it yielded no grain. And other seeds
fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up
and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and
a hundredfold.” And he said, “He who has eats to
hear, let him hear.” And when he was alone, those
who were about him with the twelve asked him
concerning the parables. And he said to them, “To
you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God,
but for those outside everything is in parables; so that
they may indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed
hear but not understand; lest they should turn again,
and be forgiven.” And he said to them, “Do you not
understand this parable? How then will you
understand all the parables? The sower sows the word.
And these are the ones along the path, where the word
is sown; when they hear, Satan immediately comes and
takes away the word which 1s sown in them. And these
in like manner are the ones sown upon rocky ground,
who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it
with joy; and they have no root in themselves, but
endure for a while; then, when tribulation or
persecution arises on account of the word,
immediately they fall away. And others are the ones
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sown among thorns; they are those who hear the
word, but the cares of the world, and the delight in
riches, and the desire for other things, enter in and
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. But those
that were sown upon the good soil are the ones who
hear the word and accept 1t and bear fruit, thirtyfold
and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.”

The Minister says The Gospel of the Lord.
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