YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 4, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD;
awake, as in days of old, the generations of long ago.
Wias it not thou that didst cut Ra'hab in pieces, that
didst pierce the dragon? Was it not thou that didst dry
up the sea, the waters of the great deep; that didst
make the depths of the sea a way for the redeemed to
pass over? And the ransomed of the LORD shall
return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. “I, I
am he that comforts you; who are you that you are
afraid of man who dies, of the son of man who is
made like grass, and have forgotten the LORD, your
Maker, who stretched out the heavens and laid the
foundations of the earth, and fear continually all the
day because of the fury of the oppressor, when he
sets himself to destroy? And where 1s the fury of the
oppressor? He who is bowed down shall speedily be
released; he shall not die and go down to the Pit,
neither shall his bread fail. For I am the LLORD your
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God, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar—the
LORD of hosts is his name. And I have put my words
in your mouth, and hid you in the shadow of my hand,
stretching out the heavens and laying the foundations
of the earth, and saying to Zion, ‘You are my

people.” ”

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the
Galatians

For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not
use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but
through love be servants of one another. For the
whole law is fulfilled in one word, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one
another take heed that you are not consumed by one
another. But I say, walk by the Spirit, and do not
gratity the desires of the flesh. For the desires of the
flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit
are against the flesh; for these are opposed to each
other, to prevent you from doing what you would. But
if you are led by the Spirit you are not under the law.
Now the works of the flesh are plain: fornication,
impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife,
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jealousy, anger, selfishness, dissension, party spirit,
envy, drunkenness, carousing, and the like. I warn you,
as I warned you before, that those who do such things
shall not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of
the Spirit 1s love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against
such there is no law. And those who belong to Christ
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the
Spirit.

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.

At Eucharistic Benediction. 'The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Micah

“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow
myself before God on high? Shall I come before him
with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the
LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my first-born
for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin
of my soul?” He has showed you, O man, what is
good; and what does the LORD require of you but to
do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly
with your God?
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No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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