YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 4, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

Awake, awake, put on your strength, O Zion; put on
your beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city;
for there shall no more come into you the
uncircumcised and the unclean. Shake yourself from
the dust, arise, O captive Jerusalem; loose the bonds
from your neck, O captive daughter of Zion. For thus
says the LORD: “You were sold for nothing, and you
shall be redeemed without money. For thus says the
Lord GOD: My people went down at the first into
Egypt to sojourn there, and the Assyrian oppressed
them for nothing. Now therefore what have I here,
says the LORD, seeing that my people are taken away
for nothing? Their rulers wail, says the LORD, and
continually all the day my name 1s despised. Therefore
my people shall know my name; therefore in that day
they shall know that it is I who speak; here am 1.”
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him
who brings good tidings, who publishes peace, who
brings good tidings of good, who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Hark, your
watchmen lift up their voice, together they sing for joy;
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for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to
Z1ion. Break forth together into singing, you waste
places of Jerusalem; for the LORD has comforted his
people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD has
bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of
our God. Depart, depart, go out thence, touch no
unclean thing; go out from the midst of her, purify
yourselves, you who bear the vessels of the LORD. For
you shall not go out in haste, and you shall not go in
flight, for the LORD will go before you, and the God
of Israel will be your rear guard.

The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews

These all died in faith, not having recerved what was
promised, but having seen it and greeted it from afar,
and having acknowledged that they were strangers and
exiles on the earth. For people who speak thus make it
clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had
been thinking of that land from which they had gone
out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as
it 1s, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly
one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their
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God, for he has prepared for them a city. By faith
Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and
he who had received the promises was ready to offer
up his only son, of whom it was said, ““T'hrough Isaac
shall your descendants be named.” He considered that
God was able to raise men even from the dead; hence,
figuratively speaking, he did recetve him back. By faith
Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. By
faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of
Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff.
By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention
of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions
concerning his burial.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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