YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 4, WEDNESDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

“Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth
into singing and cry aloud, you who have not been in
travaill For the children of the desolate one will be
more than the children of her that is married, says the
LORD. Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the
curtains of your habitations be stretched out; hold not
back, lengthen your cords and strengthen your stakes.
For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left,
and your descendants will possess the nations and will
people the desolate cities. Fear not, for you will not be
ashamed; be not confounded, for you will not be put
to shame; for you will forget the shame of your youth,
and the reproach of your widowhood you will
remember no more. For your Maker 1s your husband,
the LORD of hosts is his name; and the Holy One of
Israel is your Redeemer, the God of the whole earth
he is called. For the LORD has called you like a wife
forsaken and grieved in spirit, like a wife of youth
when she is cast otf, says your God. For a briet
moment I forsook you, but with great compassion I
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will gather you. In overflowing wrath for a moment I
hid my face from you, but with everlasting love I waill
have compassion on you, says the LORD, your
Redeemer. For this is like the days of Noah to me: as I
swore that the waters of Noah should no more go
over the earth, so I have sworn that I will not be angry
with you and will not rebuke you. For the mountains
may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast
love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of
peace shall not be removed, says the LORD, who has
compassion on you. O afflicted one, storm-tossed, and
not comforted, behold, I will set your stones in
antimony, and lay your foundations with sapphires. I
will make your pinnacles of agate, your gates of
carbuncles, and all your wall of precious stones. All
your sons shall be taught by the LORD, and great shall
be the prosperity of your sons. In righteousness you
shall be established; you shall be far from oppression,
for you shall not fear; and from terror, for it shall not
come near you. If any one stirs up strife, it 1s not from
me; whoever stirs up strife with you shall fall because
of you. Behold, I have created the smith who blows
the fire of coals, and produces a weapon for its
purpose. I have also created the ravager to destroy; no
weapon that 1s fashioned against you shall prosper, and
you shall confute every tongue that rises against you in
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judgment. This is the heritage of the servants of the
LORD and their vindication from me, says the LORD.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second I esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid for three
months by his parents, because they saw that the child
was beautiful; and they were not afraid of the king’s
edict. By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused
to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing
rather to share ill-treatment with the people of God
than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He
considered abuse suffered for the Christ greater wealth
than the treasures of Egypt, for he looked to the
reward. By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the
anger of the king; for he endured as seeing him who is
invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled
the blood, so that the Destroyer of the first-born
might not touch them. By faith the people crossed the
Red Sea as if on dry land; but the Egyptians, when
they attempted to do the same, were drowned. By faith
the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been
encircled for seven days. By faith Ra'hab the harlot did
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not perish with those who were disobedient, because
she had given friendly welcome to the spies.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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