YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 4, THURSDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

“Ho, every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and
he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy
wine and milk without money and without price. Why
do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisty?
Hearken diligently to me, and eat what is good, and
delight yourselves in fatness. Incline your ear, and
come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will
make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast,
sure love for David. Behold, I made him a witness to
the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples.
Behold, you shall call nations that you know not, and
nations that knew you not shall run to you, because of
the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you. Seek the LORD while he may
be found, call upon him while he 1s near; let the
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have
mercy on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
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neither are your ways my ways, says the LORD. For as
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts. For as the rain and the snow come down
from heaven, and return not thither but water the
earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to
the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be
that goes forth from my mouth; it shall not return to
me empty, but it shall accomplish that which 1
purpose, and prosper in the thing for which I sent it.
For you shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you shall break
forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall
clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up
the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the
myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for
an everlasting sign which shall not be cut off.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second I esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews

What more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell
of Gideon, Bar'ak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and
Samuel and the prophets—who through faith

conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, recetved
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promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched
raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won
strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put
foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by
resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept
release, that they might rise again to a better life.
Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even
chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they
were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword; they
went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,
afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the wotld was not
worthy—wandering over deserts and mountains, and
in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though
well attested by their faith, did not receive what was
promised, since God had foreseen something better
for us, that apart from us they should not be made
perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run
with perseverance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the

cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right
hand of the throne of God.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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