
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 4, SATURDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
But you, draw near hither, sons of  the sorceress, 
offspring of  the adulterer and the harlot. Of  whom 
are you making sport? Against whom do you open 
your mouth wide and put out your tongue? Are you 
not children of  transgression, the offspring of  deceit, 
you who burn with lust among the oaks, under every 
green tree; who slay your children in the valleys, under 
the clefts of  the rocks? Among the smooth stones of  
the valley is your portion; they, they, are your lot; to 
them you have poured out a drink offering, you have 
brought a cereal offering. Shall I be appeased for these
things? Upon a high and lofty mountain you have set 
your bed, and thither you went up to offer sacrifice. 
Behind the door and the doorpost you have set up 
your symbol; for, deserting me, you have uncovered 
your bed, you have gone up to it, you have made it 
wide; and you have made a bargain for yourself  with 
them, you have loved their bed, you have looked on 
nakedness. You journeyed to Mo'lech with oil and 
multiplied your perfumes; you sent your envoys far off,
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and sent down even to Sheol. You were wearied with 
the length of  your way, but you did not say, “It is 
hopeless”; you found new life for your strength, and 
so you were not faint. Whom did you dread and fear, 
so that you lied, and did not remember me, did not 
give me a thought? Have I not held my peace, even for
a long time, and so you do not fear me? I will tell of  
your righteousness and your doings, but they will not 
help you. When you cry out, let your collection of  
idols deliver you! The wind will carry them off, a 
breath will take them away. But he who takes refuge in 
me shall possess the land, and shall inherit my holy 
mountain.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen 
your weak knees, and make straight paths for your 
feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of  joint 
but rather be healed. Strive for peace with all men, and
for the holiness without which no one will see the 
Lord. See to it that no one fail to obtain the grace of  
God; that no “root of  bitterness” spring up and cause 
trouble, and by it the many become defiled; that no 
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 4, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

ISAIAH 57:3–13; HEBREWS 12:12–29



one be immoral or irreligious like Esau, who sold his 
birthright for a single meal. For you know that 
afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he 
was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, 
though he sought it with tears. For you have not come 
to what may be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, 
and gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of  a 
trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers 
entreat that no further messages be spoken to them. 
For they could not endure the order that was given, 
“If  even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be 
stoned.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses
said, “I tremble with fear.” But you have come to 
Mount Zion and to the city of  the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal
gathering, and to the assembly of  the first-born who 
are enrolled in heaven, and to a judge who is God of  
all, and to the spirits of  just men made perfect, and to 
Jesus, the mediator of  a new covenant, and to the 
sprinkled blood that speaks more graciously than the 
blood of  Abel. See that you do not refuse him who is 
speaking. For if  they did not escape when they refused
him who warned them on earth, much less shall we 
escape if  we reject him who warns from heaven. His 
voice then shook the earth; but now he has promised, 
“Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also
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the heaven.” This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates 
the removal of  what is shaken, as of  what has been 
made, in order that what cannot be shaken may 
remain. Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a 
kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer 
to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe; 
for our God is a consuming fire.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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