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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Letter of James 
What causes wars, and what causes fightings among 
you? Is it not your passions that are at war in your 
members? You desire and do not have; so you kill. 
And you covet and cannot obtain; so you fight and 
wage war. You do not have, because you do not ask. 
You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, 
to spend it on your passions. Unfaithful creatures! Do 
you not know that friendship with the world is enmity 
with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of 
the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you 
suppose it is in vain that the scripture says, “He yearns 
jealously over the spirit which he has made to dwell in 
us”? But he gives more grace; therefore it says, “God 
opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil 
and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and he 
will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 
and purify your hearts, you men of double mind. Be 
wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be  
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turned to mourning and your joy to dejection. Humble 
yourselves before the Lord and he will exalt you. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Psalm 51:11–18 
The Reader says  
Please join me in reading Psalm 51, verses 11 through 
18, found in the red Prayer Book on page 657. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
    and renew a right spirit within me. 
  
12 Cast me not away from your presence * 
   and take not your holy Spirit from me. 
  
13 Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
    and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
  
14 I shall teach your ways to the wicked, * 
    and sinners shall return to you. 
 
15 Deliver me from death, O God, * 

  and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, 
   O God of my salvation. 
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16 Open my lips, O Lord, * 
   and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
17 Had you desired it, I would have offered  

sacrifice, * 
   but you take no delight in burnt-offerings. 
 
18 The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; * 
   a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not  

despise. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  The commandments of the Lord  

are sure; * 
     they stand fast for ever and ever. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
Please turn the page for the Gospel Lesson. 
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus and his disciples went on from there and passed 
through Galilee. And he would not have any one 
know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to 
them, “The Son of man will be delivered into the 
hands of men, and they will kill him; and when he is 
killed, after three days he will rise.” But they did not 
understand the saying, and they were afraid to ask him. 
And they came to Caper'na-um; and when he was in 
the house he asked them, “What were you discussing 
on the way?” But they were silent; for on the way they 
had discussed with one another who was the greatest. 
And he sat down and called the twelve; and he said to 
them, “If any one would be first, he must be last of all 
and servant of all.” And he took a child, and put him 
in the midst of them; and taking him in his arms, he 
said to them, “Whoever receives one such child in my 
name receives me; and whoever receives me, receives 
not me but him who sent me.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


